
 
GOD IS IN THE DETAILS 
 
 
 
I’ve nearly always lived in the certain knowledge that this world – the world that you and I inhabit – is 

real and tangible and concrete. But, on reflection there have been times when…something…some 

experience, some stimulus…suggests that what is or seems to be, aint necessarily so. That it’s all an 

illusion. 

 

Omar Khayyam touched on it when he wrote,  

For in and out, above, below,  

Tis nothing but a magic shadow show,  

Played in a box where candle is the sun,  

Round which we phantom figures come and go. 

 

At those times when I feel less sure and certain of a tangible cut and dried reality, I do feel a kind of 

liberation, a release from the constraints of the so called ‘real world’ and my perceptions spiral into a 

refreshing void where our Western logic and the pattern of learned responses and connections – the 

familiar relationships of cause and effect – are not only suddenly irrelevant but actually counter-

productive to my sense of wholeness and fulfilment and my ability to understand ‘what it’s all about’. 

 

What I experience is a kind of enlightened state or a spiritual awakening where just fleetingly I sense a 

moment of sparkling clarity. It’s about being totally in the moment. 

 

May I suggest to you that these beautiful, challenging images of Natascha’s, these intriguing slices of 

time may offer you exactly the kind of stimulus that will transport you to a place in your head where 

you may well contemplate the notion of illusion and reality. They are an invitation to meditation. 

 

By working on a number of levels these superbly crafted photographs pose more questions than they 

answer. They resonate with symbolism and magic. They often mirror one another and perhaps reflect 

aspects of our own life’s enigmas. In a world consumed by greed and trauma and chaos, you may, 

within these images, find a still point, a moment to smell the roses, to ponder the ripple effect of the 

stone thrown into the pond. 

 



These works show us that Natascha is an incredibly committed conceptual artist, passionate about her 

work, visually articulate and I would suggest, on a quest. The photographs express her special vision 

– gentle, enquiring and idiosyncratic – and a finely honed personal aesthetic. 

 

Through her art she offers us insights into her own emotional and philosophical journey as she 

examines the nature of relationships in the real and imagined world. Truth is often illusive. 

 

Within the so-called ordinary is much that is extraordinary, a revelation Natascha expresses with great 

skill, insight and sensitivity. 

 

As you wander around this exhibition let these timeless images wash over you, involve yourself in 

them, reflect upon them, take clues from the titles, take nothing for granted, feel the vibe and let in the 

light. 

 

 

As Terence Conrad once said, ‘God is in the details’1. 

 
 
 
 
Rennie Ellis, December 2001 
(For Natascha Stellmach’s solo exhibition ‘Maya’ at Chapel off Chapel Gallery, Melbourne) 
 

                                                
1 Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, (1186 – 1969), the German born pioneering architect of modernity, is most widely known for his use of the 
aphorism. 


